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6.    Repeated attempts were made to burn Khan Saheb's house and
at last his house was burnt down to ashes and then the labourers were
prevented by intimidation  from working in his busha   and  constructing
the house.
7.    Intimidation to the co-operators by means of anonymous letters,
posters  and  publicly  exciting  people   against  them.
8.    Khan Saheb was not allowed to cross a khal (stream) even over
bamboo bridge and he was publicly insulted.   There are numerous other
instances.   These are plain truths and I challenge anybody to disprove
these facts.   Local Congress and Khilafat workers do not take any action,
but rather seem to take pride because they have authority to do anything
they wish.     I appeal to you in the name of humanity to kindly hold an
enquiry, sincerely believing that you will not allow this state of things
to go unchecked and will allow those who do not follow your creed, a place
under the sun  to live peacefully.
I have removed from the letter only one or two passages
which seemed to me to be unnecessary. Hitherto, I have at times
received complaints against non-co-operators and have not hesi-
tated to publish them or otherwise deal with them, to ascertain
the truth of the charges contained therein. In many cases they
have proved to be exaggerated. In some they have proved to be
unjustified, but strangely enough, I am receiving specific charges
which the author offers to prove. Under the heading "In Cold
Blood"1, I have had the misfortune to publish from week to week
tales of terrible repression in Bengal, Assam, U.P., Punjab, Andhra
and elsewhere. Reports continue to arrive, from one or other of
these places, of studied repression, but I have flattered myself with
the belief that, on the whole, non-co-operators could show a clean
slate. The Noakhali news therefore is a rude shock. I am pre-
pared for receiving contradictions, but there is so much wealth
of detail in the correspondent's letter that the substance of the
charges is likely to be well-founded. The writer asks me to hold
an inquiry. I wish I had the time and the authority to do so,
but I invite all the non-co-operation workers, both in the Congress
and in the Khilafat Committees, to meet these charges. I would
like them to send me a letter for publication, brief and to the
point, not hesitating to make a clean, emphatic confession where the
charges can be sustained. I invite also the Provincial Congress
Committee to take up the matter immediately, to depute one or
two Commissioners and to make a full and exhaustive inquiry.
They do not need the name of the correspondent who has frankly
1 This featured in Toting India, in January-February 1920,